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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

THE DEVIL MADE... 
 

"The devil made me do it!" If you are over 45 years of age or a fan of television shows from the 
early 1970s, that phrase probably sounds familiar. It was made famous by Flip Wilson, a popular 
comedian and the host of his own televised variety show.  
 

Flip Wilson created a character named "Geraldine Jones" who, whenever she got into trouble 
or got caught doing something wrong, would immediately blurt out "The devil made me do it." 
That phrase of hers became so popular that it became an expression, or better yet an excuse, 
used by people across the country. 
 

But I suppose the first person to use that phrase was not "Geraldine Jones" but another 
woman, the first woman, Eve. When asked by God why she ate of the forbidden fruit she 
blurted out "The serpent tricked me into it, so I ate it." (Genesis 3:13).  
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (Matthew 4: 1-11) for the First Sunday of Lent, Jesus is confronted with 
temptation.  After his baptism in the Jordan River, Jesus spends 40 days in the desert in fasting 
and prayer. Matthew writes that during that time "the tempter approached and said to him, 'If 
you are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.'...Then the devil...made 
him stand on the parapet of the temple and said to him, 'If you are the Son of God, throw 
yourself down.'...Then the devil...showed him all the kingdoms of the world...and said to him 
'All these I shall give you, if you prostate yourself and worship me.'" 
 

Three times Jesus is tempted to use his power to satisfy his own needs, to prove his identity, 
and to gain power and fame. Jesus resists those temptations. He does not give in, claiming "the 
devil made me do it." Jesus remains faithful to his heavenly Father and to the identity given him 
at his baptism. He is God's "beloved Son." As he resists each temptation, Jesus holds fast to the 
truth found in the Scriptures. He calls to mind the word of God, knowing that a person only 
truly lives "on every word that comes forth from the mouth of God." 
 

This Sunday's Gospel reminds us that as children of God we can resist temptation. We are not 
powerless in the face of evil. The Spirit of God dwells within us. And the truth of God's Word 
that we hear proclaimed Sunday after Sunday reveals the lies marketed by the devil and the 
society around us. 
 

Jesus was tempted and so are we. Jesus resisted temptation and so can we. Jesus remained 
faithful to his dignity as a child of God and so can we. Sunday's Gospel proclaims that we are 
not puppets manipulated by evil and sin. We never need to say "The devil made me do it."  
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